
Wheelbase

Overall Height

Overall Length

Maximum Torque

Maximum Output

Displacement

Engine Name

Overall Width

2400mm

1335mm

4205mm

15.2kg-m/5200rpm

130ps/6600rpm

1587cc

4A-GEU

1625mm

Vehicle Weight 940kg

TOYOTA

SPRINTER 
TRUENO

1983-1987

Model AE86（GT-APEX ）

Legendary Japanese Cars

TOYOTA SPRINTER TRUENO

Legendary Japanese  Cars　トヨタ スプリンタートレノ .........  1

名車の系譜  トヨタ セリカ.................................................................................  8

メーカー列伝  自動車メーカーの歴史  トヨタ自動車②..................... 10

自動車雑学帳  憧れの名車たち①......................................................  12

3
［発行日］ 2022年11月8日
［発　行］ 株式会社デアゴスティーニ・ジャパン
〒104-0054 東京都中央区勝どき5-2-15 EDGE勝どき

［発行人］ 谷 健二
［編集人］ 佐藤育美
［アートディレクション］ 今福健司
［編集協力］ 株式会社ファミリーマガジン
［デザイン］ 山下真理子（株式会社ファミリーマガジン）
［撮　影］ 石橋謙太郎（studioM）
［印　刷］ 株式会社大丸グラフィックス
©2022 k.k.DeAgostini Japan　All Rights Reserved.
画像提供
いすゞ 自動車、スズキ、SUBARU、ダイハツ工業、トヨタ自動車、トヨタ博物館、
日産自動車、日野自動車、本田技研工業、マツダ、三菱自動車、八重洲出版、三栄
※本誌掲載の記事、写真、図版、イラスト等に関して、デアゴスティーニ・ジャパンに無断で、著作権法の
規定に反して複写（コピー）、複製、転載、データファイル化することを禁じます。

定期購読のご案内
隔週刊『日本の名車コレクション』は隔週火曜日発売のマガジンシリーズです（一部地域を除
く）。シリーズは全100号を予定しています。シリーズ全号が確実にお手元に届くように、定
期購読をお勧めいたします。直接定期購読を希望される方は、次のいずれかの方法でお申し
込みください。

１．インターネットで
https://deagostini.jp/nmc/（24時間受付）
※スマートフォンからも同じアドレスでアクセスできます。（24時間受付）

２．お客様受注センターに電話またはファクスで
 0120-300-851（10:00〜18:00 年末年始を除く）

FAX  0120-834-353
（定期購読申し込み用紙をお送りください。24時間受付）

３．定期購読申し込み用紙を郵送
「定期購読のお知らせ」がお手元にない場合はお客様受注センターまでご連絡ください。　

●バックナンバー注文のご案内
本誌のバックナンバーは定期購読と同じく、弊社WEBサイトかお電話、もしくはお近くの書
店で承っております。
※在庫に限りがございますので、予めご了承ください。
※本誌は都合により刊行サイクルが変更されたり、休刊になることがありますので、あらかじめご
了承ください。
※本誌に掲載している商品のデザイン・仕様等は、実際にご提供するものと一部異なる場合がご
ざいます。

隔週刊『日本の名車コレクション』 第3号

●WEB上でも、お客様からのよく
ある質問と回答を掲載しています。

●メールでのお問合せ
※ Webで会員登録が必要です。
https://deagostini.jp/
support/mail

● お客様サポートセンター （本誌関連の一般的な質問を承ります）
☎：0570-008-109（月～金10:00～18:00　土日祝日除く）
※間違い電話が大変多くなっております。お電話の際は電話番号をよくお確かめください。
また万一不良品がございましたら、上記の電話までお問い合わせください。

デアゴ　よくある質問 検 索

お客様サポートのご案内

【個人情報の取扱いについて】＊お申し込み前に下記を必ずお読みください。
ご提供いただく個人情報は、商品の発送、アフターサービス・新商品・サービス等の各種ご案内の提供、
各種商品情報やお問い合わせへの回答、および商品開発およびサービス改善のためのデータ分析のみに利
用します。お客様の個人情報は、弊社と同等以上の管理体制を有している委託先への業務委託、法令等の
規定に基づく場合を除き、第三者提供をすることはありません。業務委託のうち、クレジットカード決済に
関しましては、弊社と同等以上の管理体制を有する決済処理サービス会社に委託しております。個人情報の
ご提供はお客様の任意ですが、項目に未記入部分がある場合、お申し込みの手続きがとれない場合もあり
ます。個人情報の利用目的の通知、開示・内容の訂正・追加・削除・利用の停止・消去および第三者への提供の停止をご希
望される場合は、下記にお問い合わせ願います。個人情報保護相談受付窓口（03 -6730 -3793　土日、祝日、年末年始、夏
季休暇を除く10：00 ～18：00）株式会社デアゴスティーニ・ジャパン　コンプライアンス担当　弊社の個人情報、公表事項も
合わせてご覧下さい。 https://deagostini.jp/security/

本誌の最新情報をCheck!
PCからもスマートフォンからもアクセスできます。

検索 デアゴ　日本の名車



1

This is the 2-door notchback 
coupe "XL," equipped with the 
3A-U engine, and designated 
as "AE85."

The Sprinter Trueno, featuring retractable headlights, 
distinguished itself from its sibling car, the Corolla 
Levin. The look significantly changes when the 
headlights are raised.

The 3-door hatchback coupe of the 
Sprinter Trueno. The 3-door coupe is 
equipped with the 4A-GE engine and is 
referred to as the "AE86 (Hachiroku)."
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　The name "AE86 Trueno" combines 
the model designation and the trim 
name. From the 1980s onwards, 
tuning magazines began using model 
designations to refer to cars, and this 
gradually spread. Using the model 
designation allows for the distinction of 
generations, which is especially useful 
in tuning magazines that focus on used 
cars, as the car name alone doesn't 
specify which generation it belongs to. 
The addition of the trim name "Trueno" 
is necessary because there are both 
"Corolla Levin" and "Sprinter Trueno" 
under the "AE86" designation, and 
without this trim name, one cannot 
determine which model it refers to.
　For a long time, the "Corolla" and 
"Sprinter" were sold as sibling models, 
but they were not initially developed as 
such. The first-generation Corolla was 
introduced at the Tokyo Motor Show 
in October 1966 and went on sale in 
November of the same year.
　It started as a two-door sedan, and 
the following year, four-door sedans 
and light vans were added, leading to 
increased popularity and sales. As sales 

grew, there was a demand for a sportier 
version of the Corolla, which led to the 
creation of the "Corolla Sprinter" with 
a fastback coupe body. Thus, the first 
Sprinter was a derivative model of the 
Corolla.
　The first-generation Corolla was 
sold through the dealership chain 
known as Publica. Over time, this chain 
was renamed the Corolla dealership. 
Meanwhile, although the Corolla Sprinter 
was a derivative model, it was not sold 
through the Publica chain but was 
introduced as a key model in the newly 
established Toyota Auto dealership 
network.
　In 1970, the Corolla underwent a full 
model change to become the second 
generation. At this time, the Corolla 
Sprinter became independent as simply 
"Sprinter." Following this, the second-
generation Corolla and Sprinter (though 
there may be differing opinions on calling 
this Sprinter the second generation) 
introduced sport models such as the 
"Corolla Levin" and "Sprinter Trueno". 
This model is the root of the AE86.

　The first-generation Levin & Trueno 
models were equipped with the 2T-G 

engine at the front and featured the 2T 
engine series. The Levin & Trueno with 
the 2T engine existed until the third 
generation, known as the TE71, with all 
Corolla & Sprinter models adopting the 
FR layout. In 1983, they underwent a full 
model change, transitioning to the fourth 
generation and becoming the AE85 and 
AE86.
　The AE85 was equipped with a 
1.5-liter SOHC 3A-U engine, while the 
AE86 featured a 1.6-liter DOHC 4A-GE 
engine. The Levin & Trueno name was 
carried on by two models: the 3-door 
hatchback and the 2-door notchback 
coupe, both retaining the FR layout. 
However, the other variants, including 
the 4-door sedan and 5-door hatchback, 
switched to an FF layout. It may seem 
odd that the same model series included 
both FF and FR layouts, but Toyota had 
previously done the same with models 
like the Corona and Carina. This reflects 
the transitional period when FF layouts 
were becoming more widespread, even 
in compact cars.
　The basic chassis is the same as the 
third generation, meaning that the AE86 
can be described as having the 4A-GE 
engine mounted on the platform of the 
third generation, wrapped in a new body.
The origin of the 2T engine used up 

The Independent Roots of
the Sprinter Trueno from
the Corolla.

In the cockpit, controls are concentrated around the three-
spoke steering wheel. On the right side, there is a headlamp 
switch that pops up when pushed and turned.

The sports seats feature adjustable side support. By gripping 
the pump located on the left side of the seat, the driver can 
adjust the lumbar support.

Legendary Japanese Cars
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Performance of the 4A-GE
Engine Installed in the
Fourth-Generation AE86
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to the third generation lies in the T 
engine, which appeared in the second-
generation Corolla in 1970. The T engine 
is a 1.4-liter OHV four-cylinder with a 
carburetor for fuel supply. Due to the 
age of its basic design, the 2T series, 
which is rooted in this T engine, was 
at the end of its service life. The newly 
adopted 4A-GE was developed with a 
DOHC head featuring four valves per 
cylinder, based on fuel injection.
　The bore and stroke of the 4A-GE 
are 81.0 × 77.0 mm, making it an 
oversquare type. The crankshaft of the 
early 4A-GE was semi-counterweighted, 
and the compression ratio was 9.4. It 
was designed for regular gasoline, and 
the fuel supply system was electronically 
controlled EFI. While modern engines 
often inject fuel into each cylinder 
individually, at that time, port injection 
was still mainstream, and the early 4A-
GE mounted in the AE86 also used port 
injection.
　The early version of the 4A-GE engine 
features a mechanism called T-VIS. 
T-VIS provides two intake manifolds for 
each cylinder. Since the 4A-GE is a four 
cylinder engine, this results in a total 
of eight intake manifolds. One of these 
manifolds is equipped with a butterfly 
valve that opens and closes according 

to engine RPM. At mid to low RPM, the 
valve remains closed, allowing for the 
use of one manifold, which generates 
swirl effects and secures torque in that 
range.
　On the other hand, at high RPM, the 
valve opens, utilizing both manifolds to 
maximize peak output. The maximum 
output of the 4A-GE installed in the 
AE86 is 130 ps at 6600 rpm, with a 
maximum torque of 15.2 kg-m at 5200 
rpm (both figures are gross values).

　As mentioned earlier, the chassis 
shares similarities with the third 
generation, including a common 
wheelbase of 2400 mm. The suspension 
system features independent strut 
suspension at the front and a fixed four-
link setup with lateral rods at the rear.
　What stands out in the AE86 is the 
brake configuration. All grades have 
ventilated disc brakes at the front, while 
the rear features both solid disc and 
leading & trailing drum brakes, with the 
latter used only in the GT grade of the 
coupe body.
　Considering high-speed deceleration 
and heat dissipation, disc brakes are
advantageous. However, drum brakes 

possess a self-servo characteristic, 
allowing the brake shoes to stick to the 
drum upon contact. This enables the 
rear tires to lock up relatively easily 
when the handbrake is pulled at lower
speeds, making them popular in events 
like gymkhana, rally, and dirt trials.
　The coupe body offers high rear body
rigidity, giving it an edge in such 
competitions, while the hatchback 
excelled in aerodynamics, making it 
advantageous in circuit racing.

　The "Corolla Levin" and "Sprinter 
Trueno" of the "AE86" are functionally 
identical, but they have significant 
differences in their exteriors. The Corolla 
Levin uses rectangular composite 
headlights, while the Sprinter Trueno 
features retractable headlights with 
rectangular sealed beams.
　At that time, most headlights were 
standard items, with four main types: 
round and rectangular, in both two-light 
and four-light configurations. Headlights 
that deviated from these standard forms 
were called composite headlights. This 
made it easy to distinguish between the 
two models.
　Additionally, due to the different 

The electronic display, which was standard on the early model 
3-door "GT-APEX," became an optional feature in the later 
model.

Originally, it had a ducktail, 
but in the later model, a rear 
spoiler was added on top of it 
to improve aerodynamics.

 TOYOTA SPRINTER TRUENO 1983-1987
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Commonalities and Improved 
Brake System from the 
Previous Model

The Differences Between the 
Functionally Identical Sibling 
Cars, Levin and Trueno
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headlamp designs, the Corolla Levin has 
a grille, whereas the Sprinter Trueno 
features a grilleless nose with slits. In 
the later models, the design of the rear 
combination lamps also differed.
　The AE86 was available in several 
grades: the 2-door notchback coupe 
came in the basic "GT" and the higher-
end "GT-APEX" versions. The 3-door 
hatchback offered the mid-level "GTV" 
and "GT-APEX" trims. The 3-door GT-
APEX was equipped with a digital meter 
as standard, while the 2-door GT-APEX 
offered it as an option, incorporating 
elements of a specialty car into the GT-
APEX models.

　It is common for the used car market 
to see a drop in prices for older models 
when new models are released.         
However, this is often not the case for
sports cars. When the AE86 underwent
a full model change to the AE92, which
included a switch from rear-wheel
drive (FR) to front-wheel drive (FF), the
used car prices for the AE86 remained
relatively high.
　The popularity of the AE86 saw a
significant boost with the serialization 
of Shuichi Shigeno's manga "Initial D" 
in Weekly Young Magazine (published 
by Kodansha) starting in 1995. The 
protagonist, Takumi Fujiwara, drives an
AE86 Trueno. Takumi, whose family 
runs a tofu shop, had been delivering
tofu in his father Bunta Fujiwara's AE86 
Trueno since his junior high school 
days. Bunta was a legendary street 
racer, and Takumi developed his racing 
skills, eventually becoming a legendary 
driver like his father. The AE86 Trueno 
prominently features the words "Fujiwara 
Tofu Shop (Private)" on its door, which 
left a strong impression on readers.
　Originally, the production numbers 
for the AE86 Corolla Levin were 
significantly higher, and it was more 
popular compared to the Sprinter 

Trueno.
The Sprinter Trueno's production 
numbers were just a little more than half 
of the Levin's. However, because the 
protagonist in "Initial D" drove a Sprinter 
Trueno, its popularity soared. The lower 
production numbers also meant that the 
AE86 Trueno became more valuable 
due to its rarity, driving up its used car 
market prices. 
　The "Initial D" manga gained popularity 
and was adapted into an anime in 
1998, followed by an animated movie 
in 2001. The manga's serialization in 
1995 coincided with the early days of 
the internet in Japan, and information 
about Japan began to spread globally. 
"Initial D" grew popular, especially in 
Asia, and was even made into a live-
action movie in Hong Kong. The "Initial 
D" phenomenon then spread worldwide.
　Today, there are many AE86 fans not 
only in Asia but also in the United States, 
with numerous enthusiasts creating 
replica models of the Fujiwara Tofu Shop 
car. The trend of adorning car doors 
with the "Fujiwara Tofu Shop (Private)" 
lettering highlights the significant 
influence of "Initial D.

The popularity of the AE86 
spread worldwide with its 
appearance in "Initial D"!

Legendary Japanese Cars

The Sprinter Trueno, featuring the painted lettering "Fujiwara Tofu Shop," as depicted 
in "Initial D."
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The 4A-G Engine Used Across Various Generations
　The engine adopted with the debut 
of the AE86 Levin & Trueno is the "4A-
G." The early models featured a four-
valve-per-cylinder design and included 
a variable intake system called T-VIS, 
which installed a butterfly valve on one 
side of the intake manifold to create 
a swirl effect. The compression ratio 
was 9.4, and the fuel used was regular 
gasoline. This engine type was also 
installed in the mid-engine MR2 and the 
four-wheel drive Levin & Trueno (AE92). 
The engine specifications were 130 
ps/15. 2 kg-m (gross) and 120 ps/14.5 
kg-m (sub sequentially net). 
　In 1989, with a minor change to the 
Levin & Trueno, the compression ratio 
was increased to 10.3. By using premium 
gasoline, power was boosted to 140 ps/ 

15.0 kg-m.
　The significant change for the 4A-
GE came in 1991 when the Levin & 
Trueno underwent a full model change 
to "AE101." This new version adopted 
a five-valve system with three intake 
valves, raising the specifications to 
160ps/16.5kg-m. By the time of the 
AE111 in 1995, the output increased 
further to 165 ps/16.5 kg-m. 
　While these were naturally aspirated, 
there was also a supercharged version 
known as the 4A-GZ. Initially, it produced 
145ps/19.0kg-m using regular gasoline, 
but the specifications were eventually 
upgraded to 170 ps/21.0 kg-m when 
using premium gasoline. The 4A-GE engine adopted in the Sprinter 

Trueno has undergone changes over 
the years, leading to improvements in 
performance.
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Equipped with the newly developed 4A-GEU DOHC engine, featuring 4 
valves per cylinder for a total of 16 valves.

The 3-door 
hatchback is shown 
in an open position, 
featuring a large 
rear gate that 
wraps around to the 
side of the body.

On the lower
right of the front 
meter, there are
switches for the 
parking lights, 
rear defogger,
rear wiper, and 
fog lamps.

To ensure head 
clearance for 
occupants, the 
ceiling has a 
contoured shape.

Except for some
specifications of the 
2- door model, the rear 
seats feature a split-fold 
design. The ends of the 
backrest are rounded, 
providing ample space
around the shoulders.


